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Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Today's  letter  from  our  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  contains  "pertinent  paragraphs"  gathered  "by  the  Editorial 
Committee  of  the  Association  of  Dairy,  Food  and  Drug  Officials. 

Our  first  "pertinent  paragraph"  concerns  custard  pics  and  food  poisoning, 
and  it  comes  from  Kentucky.    Quoting  directly: 

"Custard-type  pies,  coconut  and  "butterscotch,  manufactured  in  Louisville 
and  shipped  to  Frankfort  "by  truck,  were  responsible  for  an  epidemic  of  food 
poisoning  in  Frankfort  during  the  month  of  April. 

"Because  of  this  epidemic,  and  a  number  of  additional  cases  of  food 
poisoning  in  Louisville,  due  to  custard-type  pastries,  the  City  Department  of 
Health  of  Louisville  has  prohibited  the  sale  of  custard-filled  pics  from  April  21 
to  November  1,  except  "by  special  permission  of  the  health  officer,  under  a 
specific  set  of  regulations.     The  Board  of  Health  of  Jefferson  County  also 
adopted  the  same  ruling." 


Next  item,  from  Alabama: 


"About  three  months  ago  the  Division  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  of 
Alabama  began  a  survey  of  flavorings,  especially  imitations,  sold  in  Alabama. 

"During  the  first  thirty  days,  investigators  found  a  number  of  flavorings 
containing  two  poisonous  solvents,  diethylene  glycol  and  carbitol.    All  lots  of 
flavorings  containing  either  of  these  poisonous  solvents  were  withheld  from  sale, 
and  destroyed.     The  survey  is  being  continued  but  no  samples  have  boon  found 
recently  which  contained  either  diethylene  glycol  or  carbitol.  Investigators 
have  found  many  lots  which  arc  violations  of  the  Alabama  food  lav;,   so  far  as 
the  labels  are  concerned." 

Listeners  will  remember  that  some  time  ago  we  had  a  report  about  the 
activities  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  dealing  with  poisonous 
solvents  for  food  flavors.     In  dealing  with  these  two  solvents,  diethylene 
glycol  and  carbitol,  we  have  another  example  of  how  Federal  and  State  activities 
dovetail  into  and  supplement  each  other.     State  and  Federal  governments  maintain 
very  close  cooperative  relationships  in  all  food  and  drug  enforcement  work. 
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The  next  it  on  also  comes  fron  Alabama: 

"A  survey  of  cheese,  sold  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  is  being  made  by  the 
Division  of  Agricultural  Chemistry.  The  labeling  of  the  cheese  has  been  found 
very  unsatisfactory.  Investigators  are  also  checking  weights,  collecting  sam- 
ples of  cheese,  and  making  analyses  for  moisture,  fat,  and  extraneous  matter." 

Next  news  item  —  from  Pennsylvania: 

"The  Fresh  Egg  Law  of  Pennsylvania  prohibits  the  advertising  as  fresh 
of  any  egg  not  meeting  the  following  qualifications:     The  air  cell  must  bo  not 
more  than  two -eighths  of  an  inch  in  depth  and  must  be  localized  and  regular; 
the  yolk  must  be  visible  but  not  plainly  visible  or  mobile;  the  white  must  be 
firm  and  clear;  the  germ  must  not  show  any  visible  development.    The  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  of  Pennsylvania  has  issued  an  order,  effective  this  month,  June  7» 
dividing  all  eggs  into  two  kinds  —  fresh  eggs,  and  just  eggs." 


And  now  we'll  hear  from  Iowa: 

"Stock  tonics  offered  for  sale  in  Iowa  must  be  registered  with  the  Iowa 
State  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  law  requires  that  labels  of  all  such 
products  must  state  the  English  name  of  each  drug;  the  total  percentage  of  all 
drugs;  the  actual  percentage  of  salt,  sulphur,  and  charcoal;  and  the  actual^ 
percentage  and  name  of  any  other  ingredient  in  such  stock  tonic.     If  water  is 
used  in  the  product,  the  actual  percent  must  be  stated  and  the  term  'water1 
used  on  the  label." 

And  here's  an  item  from  Georgia: 

"The  State  Chemist  of  Georgia  reports  that  during  the  month  of  April 
the  department  examined  samples  of  cabbage,  for  spray  residue;  checked  the 
adulteration  of  coffee,  packed  in  Georgia;  and  conducted  a  ™*f^™f£ 
and  on  horse  and  mule  feeds,  as  well  as  a  special  campaign  on  the  bacteria  count 
of  soda  fountain  glasses." 

How  —  out  to  California: 

"The  California  Division  of  Food  and  Drug  Inspection  has  recently  made 
a  survey  of  about  130  plants  using  second-hand  containers  for  food  products. 
The  purpose  of  the  survey  was  to  warn  all  food  handlers  that  second-hand  barrels 
or  bottles  must  be  thoroughly  cleaned  and  sterilized  before  use.    The  California 
State  officials  made  an  encouraging  report  —  they  found  no  indication  of 
improper  use  of  second-hand  barrels  formerly  used  for  paint  materials,  or  for 
other  substances  containing  heavy,  poisonous  metals." 

And  that  concludes  our  weekly  report  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion, Washington,  D.  C,  the  federal  agency  which  cooperates  with  the  vari°us 
State  departments  to  assure  the  public  a  safe  and  wholesome  supply  of  food  and 
drug  products. 


